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Transfer Credit Policy for Nursing
In order to apply for admission to Sentara College of Health Sciences (SCOHS), students must have attended an accredited institution following graduation from high school or receipt of a GED or home school verification. Official transcripts from all colleges attended must be submitted to the Recruitment Office for credits to be considered for official transfer into SCOHS. The institution from which courses may be transferred must be accredited by an agency recognized by the Secretary of Education of the US Department of Education. Transfer credits will be accepted only on evidence that the course content and instruction meets the requirements for baccalaureate programs required by the accrediting agencies. The credits must be earned while the applicant was enrolled in a four-year program leading to a baccalaureate degree or in a two-year program designed by the sending institution as a transfer program designed to be carried to a four-year program. Courses that may be transferred for credit are those that either:
· Are taken to meet the general education pre-requisite requirements of the nursing program, or
· Meet the requirements of one or more of the nursing courses in the department.
Credit is awarded by review of course description, outline, and syllabus and is reflected with a grade of ‘TR’ on the transcript. No quality points are awarded for transfer courses on the SCOHS transcript.
Credit for courses taken at accredited institutions will be reviewed by a recruitment officer for level and content. In order to be considered for transfer, courses must be minimally at a 100-level, and the student must have received a minimum grade of C. Courses that meet these criteria will be reviewed using a standardized process, including the Approved List of Transfer Courses and course descriptions from the respective institutions. Decisions regarding the awarding of credits are made by qualified SCOHS faculty members and by the Dean, Department of Nursing. 
Courses are considered on a course-by-course basis instead of an hour-by-hour basis, with regard to the content of the course. For courses taken in quarter hours, the credits will be converted to semester hours, with one quarter hour being equal to two-thirds of one semester hour. (For example, a 3.0 quarter hour course will transfer as 2.0 semester hours.)
International students must submit official transcript evaluations from an approved member agency of the National Association of Credentialing Education Services (NACES). Courses are evaluated on an individual basis for transferability.
SCOHS awards academic credit for work completed in an International Baccalaureate program to students on an individual basis. Students who have achieved a score of 3, 4, or 5 on AP courses are awarded academic credit based on the scores achieved (3 = C, 4 = B, 5 = A). For students who have taken examinations through the College Level Examination Program (CLEP) or Defense Activity for Non-Traditional Education Support (DANTES) are awarded a grade based on score achieved (50-59 = C, 60-69= B, 70+ = A). Grade equivalents are entered into the transcript based on the official scores reported on the transcript. Courses taken within military programs and submitted via Sailor/Marine American Council on Education Registry Transcript (SMART) or Army/ACE Registry Transcript System (AARTS) will be evaluated individually, based on review and recommendations from the American Council on Education (ACE). Students who have achieved a minimum grade of C on the Excelsior College Examination (ECE) for Anatomy & Physiology are awarded academic credit based on the official reported grade.
Students requesting Advanced Placement in the nursing program must submit nursing course description, outline, and syllabus for any course to be considered for credit award (see Advanced Placement policy).
Course Substitutions/Waivers/Transfer Credit Process: Students wishing to receive approval for course substitution, waiver, or transfer credit within the major must complete the appropriate form and submit to the recruitment office for evaluation.
· Course Substitution: used when there is a determination that a related academic course meets the requirement, but is not a direct match. 
· Waiver: used when the credit hours do not match directly from one course to another, but content is determined to be equivalent. If approved, the credit hours for the course will be waived; however, the student must still successfully complete a minimum of 123 semester hours in order to graduate with a baccalaureate degree in nursing. Additional general education courses can be used to attain the required credit hours for graduation.
· Transfer Credit: used when a course was taken within the major at an accredited institution, and the student is seeking transfer credit and advance placement in the major.
